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"What can we poor Females do"
from Orpheus Britannicus
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"What can we poor Females do" is on page 46 of Book II of Orpheus Britannicus. It is not associated 
with any larger work. The original key is a minor. The transposition to g minor moves the vocal parts 
down to a more manageable range. In a couple of spots where the bass voice might be uncomfortably 
low for some singers, alternative readings have been provided. The instrumental bass is unfigured in 
Orpheus.

The inclusion of the part for bass voice is curious, given the words of the song. Since the bass voice 
only replicates the instrumental bass part most of the time, the low voice part can be left out entirely 
without losing anything important.

As indicated, the order of the sections is strain 1-strain 2-strain 1-strain 3-strain 1.  The first strain is, 
in effect,  the song's chorus.
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As indicated, the order of the sections is strain 1-strain 2-strain 1-strain 3-strain 1.  The first strain 
is, in effect,  the song's chorus.

 In a couple of spots where the bass voice might be uncomfortably low for some singers, alternative 
readings have been provided. Since the bass voice only replicates the instrumental bass part most of 
the time, the low voice part can be left out entirely without losing anything important.
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As indicated, the order of the sections is strain 1-strain 2-strain 
1-strain 3-strain 1.  The first strain is, in effect,  the song's chorus.
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As indicated, the order of the sections is strain 1-strain 2-strain 
1-strain 3-strain 1.  The first strain is, in effect,  the song's chorus.
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